DeBrazza's Monkey

Scientific Name:
Cercopithecus neglectus

Range:

Angola, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Congo, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya,
Sudan and Uganda

Habitat:
Swamps, bamboo and dry
montane forests

Average Size:
Body Length: 16-25 inches
Weight: 9.25-11.5 pounds

Lifespan:
22-30 years

Diet:
Wild: Primarily, fruit, seeds, leaves,
flowers and mushrooms

Zoo: Monkey biscuits, various
produce, eggs

Reproduction:
Gestation: 5-6 months

Litter size: One infant

Appearance: body is a grizzled
gray, with the extremities and tail
darkening to black. The white
facial goatee marking and rust
colored crown are distinctive.

Predators: Leopards, humans and
other primates

Population Status:
Least concern
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About the Animal

First described in 1780, DeBrazzas
monkeys are named for the Italian-
French explorer, Pierre Savorgnan de
Brazza. They belong to a group of Old
World monkeys known as guenons. All
monkeys in this group are diurnal and
most spend a great deal of time in the
trees. Most prefer to live along rivers
and wetlands if possible. All have
check pouches for carrying food from
location to location.

DeBrazzas monkeys are primarily
arboreal, and usually live in small social
groups led by the strongest male.
Females will tend to stay with their
natal group where males disperse upon
reaching maturity.

Mating and Reproduction

Breeding season classically falls during the months of February and March but
if there is food available, this species will breed at any time. It takes about 5
years to reach maturity.

Gestation is 5-6 months with a single offspring being born at the end. The
young cling to the mothers’ fur. Youngsters nurse for nearly an entire year
before weaning.

Amazing Information

The scientific name ‘neglectus’, which means to pay little or no attention to,
was given to DeBrazzas monkeys because of their amazing hiding ability.
When frightened, they have been know sit absolutely still for hours before
disappearing into the leaves.
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